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title page of the answer—bo.ok.

o Please check that this question‘ paper contains 11 printed pages.

o Code number given on the right hand side of the question paper should be
written on the title page of the answer-book by the candidate.

o  Please check that this question paper contains 12 questions.

o Please write down the Serial Number of the question before attempting
it. ‘ |

o 15 minute time has been allotted to read this question paper. The question
paper will be distributed at 10.15 a.m. From 10.15 a.m. to 10.30 a.m., the

students will read the question paper only and will not write any answer on the
_answer—book during this period.

ENGLISH (Core)

Time allowed : 3 hours : : _ | Maximum Marks : 100

General Instructions :

(i) This paper is divided into three sections : A, B and C. All the sections
are compulsory.

(ii)  Separate instructions are given with each section and question,
wherever necessary. Read these instructions very carefully and follow
them faithfully. ‘

(iii) Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the
questions.
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SECTIONA — (Reading)

Read the passage given below carefully and answer the questions that

follow : \ -
0

1 “But have you béep to NTng;@7 Have you been to 'theﬁ palace there ?”
asked the old man in the tea-shop, with the thatched roof._We were in
~ the village of Lalgola, one hundred and fifty miles from Kolkata, and

" we had just seen our thirteenth nobleman’s palace and found it

b

unsuitable.

9 “Nimtita ? Where is that ?” we ask,e,dwithout much interest. We had
never heard of the place. “It 15(/511;‘%?} miles to the North of here. You
drive up the highway. Then you come to a river which you have to

~ cross. A ferry will take your car across. Then up the highway again for

_ twenty miles. A sign tells you,W_h‘e'ré to branch off... It’s on the river
Padma, on the eastern bank. It’s the palace of the Choudhary@ I've
~ been listening to your talk, a_nd I feel you ought to see this one before

3 - We were not.very hopeful. ﬁVe fad had enough trouble taking free
advice from people who had nb idea of our needs’ Anyway, the question
was : do we or do we not undertake this last trip ? If we did not like the
palace, it might mean either giving up making this film altogether, or
seriously changing its nature. We tossed a coin to decide whether to go
or not. The coin said, ‘Go!’, and we set out on our sixty-mile journey. .

=y

"4 Tt was when I was in bed with my right leg in plaster that Ithad
decided the film on Tarasankar Banerji’s famous short story, The
Music Room’;{J alsaghar).'(A ffﬁsty fall on the stone steps at Banaras
had brought about a serious knee injur:?ﬁel lay in bed and read all the
Bengali books I could lay my hands on. Just then,fghe film distributors
were not too keen to take my film for distribution, and may be this was
one of the things that made me choose ‘The Music Room:;,} "

5 THere was a dramatic story which could naturally bring in music and
dancing, and distributors loved music and dancing. But here, too, was
a story full of feelings. So it would be satisfying for me as an artist. I
would cast Chabi Biswas, our greatest actor, in the leading role of the
zamindar — { the“'zamindar whose love of the big musical
entertainments brings about his ruin> But the most important thing
was to find a palace. As we had a low budget, there was no question of
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having studio-built sets. I knew that, if we had the money, my art
director could easily build a set which looked like our old palace with
the right Style But we just didn’t have the money for it.

Nimtita turned out to be everything that the old man had
claimed — and more. No one could have described in words the feeling
of utter sadness that surrounded the palace. The E{'IVGI‘ Padma had
changed its. course over the years, so that nowl there were endless
stretches of sand where once had been Vlllage sy The palace
itself — Greek pillars and all — was a perfect realization of my dream
image. It stood looking out over the stretches of sand with a sad

~dignity. It had some};ow escaped being totally destroyed when. the river

changed its com:seﬁThe river had reached within ten yards of the front A

of the palace — having swallowed the garden — and then stopped\
Ganendra Nar ayan ChO\ldhaI“y , who is seventy and owns a British title

and the palace /i told us how it happened : “We were havmg breakfast

' one morning when we heard a low rumble. We went out to the

verandah and saw a big chunk of our estate — almost a square mile of
it — going under water, disappearing forever. It all happened in a few

- seconds. Padma’s appetite is legendary.”
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“But aren’t you afraid that the river might encroach further ?”
“Oh, yes, the rains bring with them the usual fears.”

On returning from our first trip to Nimtita, I telephoned the author,
Mr. Banerji. He had been just as anxious about the location as we
were, '

“We've found our palace at last, Mr. Banerji,” I said.
“Have you ? And where is it ?”
“At a little known place called Nimtita.”

ff:\ )
“Nimtita ? There was a note of recognition in his voice.” You don’t

mean the palace of the Choudharys, do you ?”
“That’s the one.”

“But that’s extraordinary ! I have’t been to Nimtita myself, but I have
read about the Choudharys in a history of Bengal zamindars, and it
was the music-loving Upendra Narayan Choudhary who served as the
model for my rajah.”
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11 On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer each of *

the questions given below by choosing the most appropriate option.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

The writer of the passage is a by profession.
(1) painter

i) filmmaker
(iii) pho{:ographer

(iv) journalist

Ix5=5

What helped the author and his friends to decide whether or not to

- go to Nimtita ?

() the suggestion made by the old'man at the tea-shop
(i) . their own intuitive feeling o
(iii)  description of the palace in a travel book v

(v)  tossing of a coin

Why was the idea 6f building a set for shooting given up ?
(1) Shooting at a set would not give a real life effect.
1) They didn’t have money for a set.

(iii) Building a set is very time consuming.

(iv)  Shooting at the actual palace would be more authentic.

Who is the central character in the story, ‘The Music Room’ ? .

(i) Alocalraja
ﬁi*)/ A zamindar

(i1i) A British official

(iv) An artist

What did the author like most about the palace ?
(i) facilities for the visitors

(i)  wood carvings at the ceiling

(iii)  its huge central hall

Gw) - its Greeks pillars
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12 Answer the following questions briefly : ‘ - Ix6=6

(a) What suggestion did the old man at the tea-shop make to the author
and his friends ? ‘

(b) Why did the author not like the idea of taking free advice ?
() How did the author sustain a serious injury ?

(d)  What brought about the ruin of the zamindar in the story, ‘The
Music Room’ ? ’

(e)  Who was Ganendra Naréyén Choudhary ?
® How did Mr. Banerji react to the information about the palace ?

)3 Answer any three of the following questions in 25 - 30 Wordé each : 2x 3=6
(a)  Why did the author choose the story, “The Music Room’ for his film ?
(b)  How do you know that reaching Nimtita was not easy ?
(¢)  What havoc did the river Padma cause when it changeq its course ?
()  How had the palace escaped being totally destroyed ?

14 TFind words/phrases from the passage which are snmlar in meaning to-each
of the following : o . Ix3=3

(a) main (para 5) Tendirn
(b)  nobility (para 6) ’1;,

(¢)  concerned (para 9) an<iovd

2. Read the passage gwen below carefully and answer the questions that
follow : ~ A 10

1 Physical education which is commonly part of the curriculum at
school level includes training in the development and care of the
human body and maintaining physical fitness. Physical education is
also about sharpenmg overall cognitive abilities and motor skills via
athletics, exercise and various other physical activities like martial
arts and dance.
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2 Physical education promotes the importance of inclusion of a regular
fitness activity in the routine. This helps the students to maintain
their fitness, develop their muscular Strehgth, increase their
stamina and thus stretch their physical abilities to an optimum
level. Physical fitness helps them to inculcate the importance of
‘maintaining a healthy body, which in turn keeps them happy and
energized.

3 Participating in sports, be it team sports or dual and individual
- sports, leads to a major boost in self-confidence. The abﬂity to go on
the field and perform instills a sense of self-confidence, which is very
important for the development of a person’s character. Every victory
achieved on the field, helps to boost a person’s self-confidence.
Moreover, the ability to accept defeat on the field and yet believe in
your capabilities brings a sense of positive attitude as well,

4 Physical education classes are about participating in the physical
fitness and recreation activities, but they are also about learning the
overall aspects of physical health. For example, in today’s world the
problems of obesity, or anaemia and bulimia are common amongst,
teenagers. Physicai education provides an excellent opportunity for

~teachers to promote the benefits of healthy and nutritious food and
warn against the ill effects of junk food. Promoting sound eating
practices and guidelines for nutrition are some of the very valuable
lessons that can be taught through physical education classes at
school level.

5 Participation in team sports and even dual sports helps to imbibe a
sense of team spirit amongst the students. While participating in
team sports, the children have to function as an entire team, and
hence they learn how to organize themselves and function together.
This process of team building hones a person’s overall
communication skills and the ability to get along with different
people.




EXE

Participation in sports and physical education activities help's to

6
‘ sharpen the reflexes of the students. It also brings order and
discipline to the body movements and helps in development of a
sound body posture. The hand-eye coordination improves as well.

7 Physical education classes also include lessons about the importance
of personal hygiene and importance of cleanliness. Thus, these
classes help the students to know the important hygiene practices
that must be practised in order to maintain health and wellness
throughout life. '

8§  Physical education classes help to enhance the overall cognitive
abilities of the students, since they get a knowledge of the different
kinds of sports and physical activities that they participate in. For
example, a person who is participating in a specific type of martial
arts class, will also gain knowledge of the origins of the martial arts,
and the other practices and historical significance associ.ated with it.

2.4 On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, make

s notes on it using headings and subheadings. Use recognizable
abbreviations (wherever necessary — minimum four) and a format
you consider suitable. Also supply an appropriate title to it. 5
22 Writea summary of the above passage in about 100 words. 5
SECTION B — (AdvancedFWriting Skills) 30
3. Mr. Virendra Sehwag, who was to deliver a talk to help the cricket players

to do well in the game is not able to come on the given day. Write a notice

in about 50 words informing the students about the new date on which he

is coming. You are Gopal/Garima, Secretary Sports Club, Uday School,

Green Park, Kanpur. 4

OR

Your old friend, Suresh Upreti has invited you to join him on his

10th marriage anniversary. Unfortunately, you are not able to attend the

function. Write a message in about 50 words expressing your inability to

be present on the occasion. You are Gitika/Ganesh, 10, Pandit Nagar,

Nashik.

L1413 7 P.T.0.




[—

The' Gandhi VFoundation is recruiting graduates for an intensive
leadership-training programme during the Summer, in villages acrogs
India. You are Anjana/Benj1 from 21, Ratnapur Village, Bilaspur. You are

Air pollution in our cities ‘ig Increasing >alarmingly. According to

environmentalists, vehicles are one of the major contributorg to air
pollution. They recommend use of public transport by private vehicle
owners. People in general are willing to switch over from private to public
transport if there IS a good System in place, Write an article in
150 - 200 words on the topic, ‘Tmportance of an efficient public transport
system’. You are Raghu/Ragini.

OR

It is true that water will become a scarce commodity in the near future.
We are notorious for wasting water. We waste water during weddings. We
waste water at our homes and also at our schools, Write a speech in
150 - 200 words on the topic, ‘Water 18 precious; use it wisely’ to be
delivered in the school morning assembly. You are Govind/Govingd;.

The eminent psychologist, Dr. Madhumita was invited by your school
authorities to speak to the studentg on the topic, ‘How ¢t maintain robust
mental health’. She delivered g lively speech without using any medical
technical termsg. After the lecture the students asked many questions
especially about how to cope with stress during eéxaminations,
Dr. Madhumita addressed their concerns very patiently and gave them

OR
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The Nilgiris Senior Secondary School is holding an interschool debate on
the topic, ‘School bullies are a menace; they should be expelled’. You will
be participating from your school in the debate. Write your debate in
150 — 200 words choosing a stand for or against the motion.

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

(a)
(b)
(c)

(@

'SECTION C—

Read the extract given below and answer the questlons that follow

.. On their slag heap, these children
Wear skins peeped through by bones and spectacles of steel
Wrth mended glass, like bottle bits on stones.

~ All of their time and space are foggy slum.

So blot their maps with slums as big as doom.

Name the poem and the poet.

Which image is used to describe the poverty of these chﬂdren 7

What sort of life do these children lead ?

- Identify and name the figure of speech used in line 3.

OR

but soon
put that thought away, and
looked out at young, _
trees sprinting, the merry children spilling

out of their homes.

Name the poem and the poet.
What thought did the poet put away ?

Why are the young trees described as sprinting ?

(Literature : Textbooks and Long Reading Text)

40

Ix4d=4
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How do you know that the joytul scene did not help her drive away

‘that thought’ from her mind ?
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(b)

(c)

L4737

last day of the lesson ?

What precautions did the authoﬁtiés take for the smooth conduct of
the O-level eéxamination ? '

‘The Enemy’ portrays'the victory of humanity in 5 moment of crisig,
Hlustrate this fact through the actions taken by Dr. Sadao for the
enemy soldier, ' .

experiences often intrude upon their interaction with  their
children ? Elaborate. ’ ‘
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b
(c)

(d)

(a)
(b)
(o)

(d)

KIZTEN

Answer any one of the following questions in 120 — 150 words :

(a)

Why did Teddy Henfrey feel insulted after his encounter with the
strange man at the ‘Coach and Horses’ ? What did he do to relieve
himself from his nasty mood on his way back from the inn ?

Griffin calls Dr. Kemp a traitor as he cheated Griffin and let out all
his secrets. Do you agree with this depiction of Kemp ? Give reasons.

How do the misfortunes of Silas at Raveloe transform him in the
eyes of the community ?

Describe Nancy’s personality and approach to life in ‘Silas Marner’. .

;/2;’ Answer any one of the following questions in 120 — 150 words : |
- ‘A most remarkable story,” commented Mr. Bunting. Which story

was he referring to ? Why was it so remarkable ?

Griffin allows the destructlve desires to domlnate hlS hfe ’
Substantiate the statement with reference to ‘The Inv151ble Man

What is the most important internal conflict presented at the
beginning of the story, ‘Silas Marner’ ?

Narrate the unfortunate incident of the theft of Silas’ gold.

11




